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“I could never
thank
No Barrie
rs enough
for
helping me
get back my
life. All I
can do is
try my
best to pay
it forward.”
- Eric, No
Barriers
Warriors partic
ipant

LCEC partnered with CoBank to nominate a local disabled veteran for the No
Barriers Warriors program. Cape Coral resident Josh Turner was selected due to
his commitment and dedication in setting goals and achieving them after he was
wounded during service and was paralyzed from the waist down. After 14 surgeries,
Josh defied the odds and is able to walk again. Recovery was long and painful, but
Josh made the best of it by working to earn his master’s degree. He is now on a new
mission for the country working for the federal government in the fight against
child pornography and human trafficking.
LCEC congratulates Josh on his nomination
and hopes that he is selected to participate
in one of the No Barriers expeditions later
this year.
Josh and his mother Tracy who
nominated him for the honor.

Without using member equity to
operate the organization, LCEC would
be required to borrow additional funds
from outside sources to continue to
provide safe, reliable electricity and
quality service. The result would be
increased electric rates in order to
pay back the debt and interest. One
of the benefits of belonging to a
cooperative is the allocation of equity
back to members. The LCEC Board
of Trustees recently approved an
allocation of $14 million. When it is
financially prudent, when possible,
a portion of equity is retired and
members receive a credit on their
account or a check. Retirement will
take place during the fourth quarter
of the year.

Do you know someone
who closed their
account prior to 2009? If
so, they could be eligible
to receive lump-sum
retirement of balance
of their equity account
during the fourth quarter
also. Most cooperatives
do not retire equity until
an account has been
closed for 10 or 20 years
but LCEC retires after
seven years of inactivity,
when approved by the
board.

How to change the name on an LCEC account after losing a loved one
There are many things to think about and do after losing a loved one. LCEC’s hope is to be one of the easiest calls you have to make
during this difficult time. Here is a breakdown of what to do to change the name on an electric account following a death:
• Call LCEC at 239-656-2300 to let us know the situation.
• We will send a Deceased Affidavit.
• You will fill out the Affidavit, have it notarized, and return it to LCEC.
Following this simple process, the equity from your loved one’s electric usage over the years will be transfered to an account in your
name. You will also get the LCEC bill in your name, and any other LCEC- initiated correspondence (such as the annual LCEC Trustee
Election Ballot). For more information, please call our Customer Care Center at 239-656-2300.

Happy National

ELECTRICAL SAFETY

IMPACTS

Month

ANNUAL REPORT

During the month of May, LCEC joins the Electrical Safety
Foundation International (EFSI) to help raise awareness
about potential home electrical hazards and the importance
of electrical safety. Here are some things to be mindful of
when working with or around all things electrical:
• Keep ladders, kites, booms, pool skimmers, and antennas
away from overhead power lines.
• Never touch or attempt to move a downed power line.
• Before you dig, call 811 to have utility lines marked.
Remember that power lines are underground as
well as overhead.
• Never attempt a project that is beyond your skill level.
That’s what professionals are for!
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• Always turn off power to a circuit that you plan to work on.
You can do this at the circuit breaker in the main service
panel.
• Always unplug appliances before attempting to work on
them.
• Invest in safety items such as gloves, goggles, and hearing
protection that is appropriate to the work or electrical tool
that you will be using.
The more you know about electrical safety, the less likely
you are to join the thousands of consumers each year in the
United States who are injured or killed by electrical-related
home fires and accidents. For more tips on electrical safety,
visit www.esfi.org or www.lcec.net.
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If you are interested in
receiving a copy of the 2016
annual report, please call
239-656-2202.
The report is also available
online at https://www.lcec.
net/about-lcec/companyinformation/annual-report.
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5 TIPS For

Checklist for
vacating your
home for the
summer

Summer Savings

Planning on leaving your home for the summer? Use the following checklist to
keep your home and all its electrical treasures in great shape!
• Avoid mildew damage by installing a timer on the air
conditioner to cycle the air for two hours per day, or
install a humidistat that will cycle when indoor humidity
exceeds 65 percent.
• Fill jugs of tap water to put inside the refrigerator/
freezer since a full unit will use less power than an
empty one.
• Unplug your water heater.
• Leave all interior doors open to promote airflow. Resist the temptation to
leave your ceiling fans on low to circulate air. Fans should only be used when
you are in the room since they only cool the body.
• Consider having a friend, neighbor, or house sitter keep an eye on your
home while you are gone.
• Enroll in LCEC kiloWATCH at www.lcec.net so you can be alerted of unusual
electricity usage.

This is the perfect time to save energy. These lowcost/no cost projects are like money in the bank!

1. Install a programmable thermostat.

When you aren’t home, turn it up. Work around your schedule and
earn savings by adjusting the temperature.

2.

Lower your water-heating costs.
Turn the water-heater temperature to the warm setting of 120 F. It’s
hot enough for showers and to clean dishes. Do laundry in cold water.

3. Replace your air filter.

It allows your system to work more efficiently. This is also the ideal time
to have your annual AC system checkup.

4. Seal the cracks and gaps.

Keep cooled air from leaking out and prevent warm air from getting in.
Inspect door/window cracks and apply caulking or foam around cable
lines and dryer vent openings.

For more information on vacating your home for the summer, visit the
Energy Efficiency tab on lcec.net!

5. Save in the laundry room.

Inspect the vent and clean the dryer lint trap after every use. Dry
clothes outside on the line when possible.

Preparing for

storm
season

Governed by
members
Every member of LCEC has a voice in how the company operates. The
Board of Trustees is comprised of LCEC members who have financial
oversight and policy-setting responsibilities. Decisions are made in the
best interest of customers and the community. Board members are
nominated by customers to represent geographic areas, but decisions
are for the good of all members. All members vote for all Board
positions that are on the ballot annually. Board seats are up for election
every three years on a rotating basis to allow for continuity of the Board.

LCEC performs system maintenance year-round when hurricane season
rolls around we are ready. Vegetation management, facilities inspection,
pole replacements, and system analysis take place throughout the
year, and processes are tested to ensure efficiency. All employees play
a critical role in storm restoration, so the LCEC plan is updated and
reviewed each May. Hopefully, storms will not impact the area; but if
they do, your LCEC team is prepared. Customers are encouraged to plan
for their family also. Visit www.ready.gov for tips!

Special Populations
LCEC continually supports the Guardian Angels for Special Populations in Cape Coral, among
many other grassroots organizations that help strengthen our communities. Special Pops raises
funds to serve disabled residents throughout Lee County. The program provides education,
employment training, and recreation programs for adults and children. Employees not only
participate in events but also lend leadership skills that help drive the organization.

Customer Survey Winner
If you receive an LCEC customer survey
in the mail, return it for a chance to win
$50. Last month’s winner was
Robert Nelson of Cape Coral.
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Like us!
facebook
LCEC

www.facebook.com/LCEC1

LCEC is a nonprofit corporation. Established in
1940, LCEC delivers power to more than 213,062
customers. LCEC News is published monthly for
customers by the Public Relations Department,
P.O. Box 3455, N. Ft. Myers, FL 33918-3455
(800) 599-2356 or 239-656-2300 • www.lcec.net
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