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CAPE CORAL FRANCHISE NEGOTIATIONS STALLED

What have we done 
for you lately?
LCEC is proud of its efforts to maintain competitive electric rates, which are among the lowest in Florida. 
Four rate decreases over the past few years have resulted in the lowest rates for any electric cooperative 
in Florida. In addition to seven years without a rate increase, LCEC has been diligent in exploring 
industry best practices and new technology such as the affordable LED street lighting program. These 
accomplishments, along with other achievements such as Center of Excellence certification, continued 
electric system reliability, and the return of more than $231 million in equity to customers over the years 
are just a few of the ways we ensure the value of your membership!

Some utilities offer a streetlight program as an option for district and commercial streetlight  
customers. Customers are not obligated to participate in the program. They can purchase, install, 
operate, and maintain lights themselves or contract with an independent provider. 

LCEC has been investigating the option of Light Emitting Diode (LED) streetlights for several years. 
As light fixture prices declined, LCEC tested several types of LED lights to find the best option for a 
lighting solution that provides similar lumens at a reasonable cost. 

Although LED lights typically use less energy, the fixtures and the photo sensors are more costly 
compared to traditional lights. LCEC will offer the new LED lights at the same price as existing 
lights. The technology is fairly new, and data to support the life of the lights or maintenance 
costs is not available yet, so LCEC will be tracking this over the next few years. It is predicted that 
conversion will take approximately four years to complete.

LED Streetlight Program rolls out this month

Nearly one year after LCEC provided the City of Cape Coral 
with a franchise agreement framework, the City responded 
with its suggested agreement terms. At the same time, the 
city filed a legal complaint with the Florida Public Service 
Commission. (PSC). Unfortunately, the City’s filing deals 

directly with issues that are central to the franchise agreement 
terms, which means that negotiations toward a mutually 
beneficial agreement will not take place until the complaint is 
resolved. LCEC will keep customers informed of potential next 
steps.

LCEC operates “at cost.” After expenses are deducted from revenue, the 
remaining funds, or net margins, are allocated to members annually. Equity 
allocations are made as a credit to equity ownership accounts and is not 
equal to cash or liquid assets, much like the equity in your home. A portion of 
member equity is retained to operate and maintain the electric system, which 
helps to keep rates competitive. However, when the financial status allows, 
a portion of member equity is retired and returned in the form of a check or 
credit to the electric bill. This typically occurs during the second quarter, so 
be sure to review your annual equity allocation and retirement notice on an 
upcoming bill.  

A 
little 
more 
about 
equity

Light it up!
LCEC employees, friends, and family joined in to 
celebrate the inventive spirit of Thomas Edison 
at the Edison Festival of Light Grand Parade. The 
LCEC balloon has become a crowd favorite, and 
the transmission truck demonstrates perfectly the 
work that we do to keep the lights on!
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Customer survey Winner 
If you receive an LCEC customer 

survey in the mail, return it for a chance 
to win $50. Last month’s winner was 

Alejandro Achon of Lehigh Acres. www.facebook.com/LCEC1

Power tools can be our best friends. This friendship can end quickly if 
you use your power tools unsafely. There are almost 400 electrocutions 
each year in the United States. According to the U.S. Consumer Product 
Safety Commission, 15 percent of electric fatalities are related to consumer 
products such as power drills, sanders, hedge trimmers, and ladders. While 
the majority of these electrocutions are the result of a person coming into 
contact with live electrical wires, there are many dangers that should be 
avoided while using power tools. Following are safety tips to keep in mind.

1.  Never use a power tool with an   
extension cord that surpasses 100 feet   
in length. 

2. Never use a power tool near live 
electrical wires or water pipes. If you need 
to cut or drill into walls, use caution to 
avoid touching or piercing electrical wires 
or water pipes.
3. If your power tool trips a safety device 
while you are using it, take it for repair at a manufacturer-authorized 
service center.
4. Never use a power tool without wearing the appropriate personal 
safety gear (goggles, gloves, etc.)
5. Avoid electrical shock by using ground fault circuit interrupters (GFCIs) 
with your power tools.
6. Remember to read the manufacturer’s instructions before using 
tools such as wet-dry vacuums or pressure washers, which cause many 
electrical shock incidents each year. 

FOR THE LOVE OF 
POWER TOOLS

TREES
To Respect Electricity 

and the Environment Safely

How we prune
In order to maintain the electric system and keep equipment operating 
safely, trees near electric facilities and lines are routinely trimmed on a 
regular cycle or removed.
Directional or Lateral Pruning
This is a professional technique of trimming trees around power lines and 
directing the future growth of the tree away from the lines. Branches and limbs 
are removed up to the main trunk, juncture of the trunk or a major limb of the 
tree. This is the location a tree would most likely lose a branch under natural 
conditions. This method engages the natural defense system of a tree, which 
allows it to fight decay, disease, and insects.

“V” TRIM

SIDE TRIM

“L” TRIM

LCEC adheres to the American 
National Standards Institute A300 
standards for pruning. These are 
the generally accepted industry 
standards for tree care. The ANSI 
A300 standards evolved from the 
National Arborist Association 
(NAA) standards and are support-
ed by the Society of Arboriculture 
and the Tree Care Industry Associ-
ation. These standards provide 
detailed guidelines for lateral and 
directional pruning to ensure 
reliability and safety and protect 
the health of the tree

LATERAL CUT

LCEC vegetation management experts not only work to improve 
reliability of the system, they also work with customers for long-term 
solutions such as planting the right tree in the right place.

LCEC will partner with the Rotary Club of Cape Coral again on April 16 for the 

most fun you can have on, off, or in the water. The Cardboard Boat Regatta, held 

at Four Freedoms Park, will help to raise funds for a multitude of causes within 

the community. The LCEC Killa-Watts band will donate their time to provide 

musical entertainment for the event. You can find out more at 

www.capecoralregatta.com. 

Building 
relationships 
one boat at a time

Rotary Club of
Cape Coral

Elder Home Energy Assistance Program 
EHEAP is a program to assist seniors ages 60+ in paying their electric bill. EHEAP assistance is 
available twice per year (Oct. 1-March 31 and April 1-Sept. 30) to seniors with income 150%  of 
the poverty level who have a past-due or disconnect notice from their electric company. For 
more information, contact the Area Agency on Aging for Southwest Florida Elder Helpline 
at 1-866-413-5337 on Thursdays between 8 a.m. and 3 p.m.

Become part of 
something big!

From our traditional origins to today’s 
modern values, we have grown. We are proud 

to maintain a family atmosphere. Choose a career 
where you can find opportunity, challenge, and 

endless possibilities. People are our strongest 
asset. Visit www.lcec.net/about-lcec/

career-opportunities to find out more!
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