What should you do?

Proper installation, operation, and maintenance
of fucl-burning appliances in the home is the
most impartant Gctor in reducing the risk of CO
piscning,

Malke sure appliances are installed according ro
the manufacrurers instructiong and the local

codes. Mozt appliances should be insealled by
profesionals,

Always follow the appliance manufacturer’s
directions for safe operation.

Have the heating system (including chimneys
and vents) inspected and serviced annually by a
trained service vechnician,

Examine venrs and chimneys regulady for
improper connections, visible cracks, rst or
rains.

Look for problems thar could indicare improper
appliance operations:

* Decreased hot water supply

= Furnace unable w hear house or runs
continuously

= Sooting, especially on appliances and vents

Unfamiliar, or burning odor

Increased moisture inside of windows

Operate partable generators outdoors and away
fram open doors, windows, and vents thar could
allowe COY to come indoors.

In addition, install bartery-operated CO alarms or
plug-in CO alarms with battery back-up in your
home. Every home should have a CO alarm in
the hallway near the bedrooms in each separate
sleeping area. The CO alarms should be certified
to the requirements of the most recent UL, TAS,
or C5A srandard for CO alarms. Test your CO
alarms frequently and replace dead batteries. A
CO alarm can provide added protection, but is no
substirute for proper installation, use and upkeep
of appliances that are porential CO sources.

Symptoms of CO poisoning

The initial symproms of CO poisoning are similar
to the flu (but without the fever) They include:

» Headache

Farigue

Sharrness of breath
Mausea

Dizziness

The
“Invisihles
KIlLER

If you suspect that you are experiencing CO
poisoning, get fresh air immediately. Leave the
home and call for assistance from a neighbor’s
home. You could lose consciousness and die from
CO poisoning if you stay in the home.

&tCﬂUJyfﬁ

Carbon Monoxide (CO) is the “invisible”
killer. Carbon monoxide is a colorless
and odorless gas. Every year more than
EMS 100 people in the United States die from
p—— unintentional exposure to carbon monoxide
I you or your family believe you
have symptoms of Carbon Monoxide associated with consumer products.
poisoning, or your CO deiector sounds,
leave your home and call 911
W om0 What is carbon monoxide?
Carbon monoxide is produced by burning fuel.
To leam more about Therefore, any fuel-burning appliance in your
Lee County EMS, visil: home is a potential CO source.
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\ J When cooking or heating appliances are kept
in good working un:lr.r. they produce licdle CO.,
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Running a car or generaror in an antached garage
can cause fatal CO poisoning in the home. So can
running a generator or burning charcoal in the
basement, crawlspace, or living area of the home.
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Sources of and
Clues to a Possible

Lsoige of discoanected
ﬁ vent/chimney connections

Carbon Monoxide
(CO) Problem

N

CO from using a charcoal grill,
or gxhaust from an auto
or genarator in a garage

Fail on bottom of gas oven

Generator exhaust in hame,
basement or cranispace

Carbon monoxide clues you can see...

Rusting or water streaking on vent/chimney

Loose or missing furnace panel

Soating

Debris or soot falling from chimney, fireplace.

or appliances

* Loose or disconnected ventfchimney, fireplace
or appliance

* Loose masonry on chimney

= Moaisture inside of windows

Carbon monoxide clues you cannot see...

* Inrernal appliance damage or malfuncrioning
COmponents

* Improper burner adjustments
« Hidden IJII;H,.ILI!.I: ar r.hhmg_c in clt'lrl:lnl:_:n

Only a trained service rechnician can derect
hidden problems and correct these condirions!

= CO poisoning symptoms have been
experienced when you are home, but they
lessen or disappear when you are away from
s,

Warnings...

* Mever leave a car running in a garage even with
the garage door open.
* Mever run a generator in the home, garage, or

crawlspace. Opening doors and windows or

Lisinkg Fans will Nﬂ‘fpl'n'clll: C0 I,ruill,l.—up in
the home, When running a generator outdoors,
|-|:|:v|:p it siway Trom CpET windows and doors,
Mever burn charcoal in homes, tenes, vehicles,
Of gArages.

Mever install or service combustbon u.pp]ialn,n
without proper Iuluwll;dgc, skills, and vools,
Mever use a gas range, oven, or dryer for
|1|;.l|i|.‘|5.

Mever put foil on botem of a gas oven because
it Interleres with combustion,

Mever operate an unvented gas-burning
appliance in a closed room or in a room in
which you are h||;-|:pil'|5.
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